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BILLESDON  RURAL 


DISTRICT 


ANNUAL REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH: 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDING  31st.  DECEMBER,  1944 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  49,728 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 

population..,  ,,,  ...  6^756 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses,,  ,,,  .,,  ,.,  2,135 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  .*•  •*.  ...  ...  £>33$ 799 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £136 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Rate  for  Rate  for 

District  England!  &'  ^les 


Birth  Rate  

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ,,, 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  live  births  ••• 
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GENERA  PROVISION  OF  HEL.LTH  35R^/ICS  FOR  THE 
~ ~ aRE-c^ 


1 , ( 1 ) Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

Medloal  Officer  of  Health  ~ J,  Young,  M«B*,  Ch,B.,  D.P.H, 

Camb,, 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  for  the 
Leicestershire  and  Rutland  Combined  Districts  in  which 
this  District  is  included. 

Sanitary  Inspector  ~ /i.  E,  Sweeting,  Certificate  of  the 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Examination 
Joint  Board,  Associate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Member 
of  the  Sanitary'Inspectors 
Association, 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Survejror  and  is  a 
whole-time  Officer, 

( i i ) Labo3?atory  Facilities. 

The  following  examinations  from  your  area  were 
carried  out  during  the  year  in  the  County  Laborator:'’, 
Leicester:- 


Milk  examinations  (bacteriological)  99 
Swabs  for  Diphtheria  14 
Sputa  for  T,B,  14 
Sewage  and  water  analyses  39 
Urine  (general  and  bacteriologio&l  7 
Urine  for  T,B*  3 
Miscellaneous  3 


179 


3.J^TIT.*RY  CIRCUM3T.J1CES  OP  THE  AREA 


1 . (l  ) ?.  JER 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis 

Chemical  Bact. 

Tells  ,,,  Unsatisfactory  - 1 

Piped  Supply, 

Humber  of  cases  in  which  piped  supply  was 
substituted  for  well  vrater  ...  64 

Number  of  Parishes  with  piped  water  supply: - 

from  public  mains  ,,,  8 

from  private  reservoirs,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  9 

For  the  whole  of  the  year  there  has  been  an  aoute 
shortage  of  v^ater  at  Tilton  and  for  part  of  the  year  at 
Cold  Newton,  with  the  result  that  it  had  to  be  carted 
two  or  three  times  a week.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
Council  is  taking  active  steps  to  improve  conditions  in 
Parishes  where  there  is  not  a mains  supply.  A Consulting 
Engineer  has  been  engaged  and  alternative  Schemes  for 
supplying  the  Y/hole  of  the  District  are  being  considered. 
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hraihactE  and  seu'erage 


■ (2) 

Number  of  cesspools  in  the  District 

at  the  end  of  1 944  •••  •••  •••  403 

, Birring  the  year  practically  one  full  length  of  sev^er  v/aa 
relaid,  a sev/er  in  Billiesdon  was  diverted  and  improved  and  an 
outfall  dyke  properly  construoted  and  fenced  off.  The  small 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  Thurnby  were  thoroughly  overhauled 
and  well  over  two-thirds  of  the  outfall  ditches  in  the 
District  were  cleansed.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to  deal 
with  these  outfall  ditches  systematically  in  order  that  each 
one  is  cleansed  at  least  once  a year.  Many  of  the  sewers  in  the 
District  are  in  very  poor  condition  and  as  this  fact  is  realised 
by  the  Council  they  have  appointed  an  Engineer  to  prepare 
schemes  for  the  proper  sewering  of  the  whole  of  the  area. 

» W closet  AGOOIvIMODATION 

Total  number  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  1944:- 


(a)  Privies  ...  117 

( b j P ail  Closets  *.4  •••  •».  •••  1 424 

(0)  Water  closets...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  573 

Number  of  privies  converted  to  pail  closets  during  the 
year •••  ...  •.«  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  privies  converted  to  Water  Closets 6 


(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

House  refuse  is  removed  and  disposed  of  as  follows: - 

Contract  Great  Glen  and  Burton  Overy  - disposal  by  crude 
dumping.  Direct  labour  - Thumby,  Houghton,  Stoughton, 
Billesdon,  Scraptoft,  fiungerton,  Tilton,  Skeffington  and 
Keyham  - disposal  by  controlled  tipping. 

Means  adopted  for  the  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies, 
ashpits  and  cesspools;- 

Contraat,  Great  Glen  and  Burton  Overy.  Direct  labour  - 
Thurnby,  Houghton,  Stoughton,  Tilton,  Scraptoft,  Hunger ton, 
Billesdon,  Skeffington  and  Keyham.  Disposal  by  trenching 
into  arable  land  for  night  soil  and  disposal  on  grass  for 
cesspools. 

This  service  has  considerably  improved  during  the  year  and  the 
number  of  complaints  received  during  the  past  few  laonths  have 
been  very  few.  It  is  hoped  that  a scheme  for  the  scavenging 
of  the  whole  District,  will  be  prepared  and  submitted  for 
consideration  during  1945.  In  the  past,  the  Council  have  only 
had  what  might  be  termed  temporary  tipping  and  depot  sites  but 
schemes  £U?e  being  considered  for  a more  permanent  tip  and  depof' 
site, 

(iil)  SLAVAGE 

Salvage  is  collected  by  the  Local  Authority  in  scavenged 
Parishes  and  in  all  Parishes  by  Mr.  G.  R.  Palmer,  the  Council's 
Hon.  Salvage  Officer  vrorking  with  Salvage  Stewards  in  the 
villages.  Village  dumps  have  been  formed  under  Mr,  Palmer ;ls 
directions  and  are  cleared  as  soon  as  he  is  notified  by  the 
Organiser  that  material  constituting  a load  has  accumulated. 

All  classes  of  salvage,  excluding  pig  food,  are  collected. 

( i v)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  particulfirs  given  under  this  heading  should  be  for 
all  purposes  including  particulars  given  elsewhere  in  this 
Report,:  - 


Total  number  of  OQ^plaints  received  ...  113 

Total  number  of  defetos  or  nuisances 

discovered  ...  .4.  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 
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Nature  of  Inspeotlona » 


Re-visits 


Duelling  Houses  (all  purposes) 

66 

149 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

3 

- 

Slaughterhouses 

- 

9m 

Pood  Premises 

4 

- 

Dairies  and  cousheds 

16 

— 

Offensive  trades 

~ 

Animal  Keeping 

- 

- 

Vorkshops,  etc. 

4 

- 

Shops 

- 

- 

Other  Premises 

45  • 

- 

138  149 


NOTICES 


Preliminary 

Housing 

Other 

Outstanding  on  1st,  January 

— 

i~i 

Issued  during  the  year 

19 

93 

Complied  uith  during  year 

6 

92 

Statutory  action  necessary 

- 

- 

Outstanding  31st,  December 

13 

1 

(Some  of  the  necessary  v/orks  are  in 
completed, ) 

hand,  but  not 

yet 

Statutory 

Housing 

Other 

Outstanding  31st,  January 

>. 

— 

Issued  during  year 

15 

- 

Complied  uith  during  year 

1 

- 

Outstanding  31st,  December 

14 

— 

Statutory  Notices  served  are  made  up 

as  follows:- 

Served  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

6 

Section  11  '*  " '' 

!>  fl 

4 

Section  15 

tj  tt 

5 

15 


INSPECTION  .JID  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 


Cowkeepers 


Number  on  the  Register 136 

Number  of  inspections  of  Premises,,,  16 
Number  of  contraventions  outstanding 

from  previous  year  ,«•  *«•  •»•  1 

Number  gf  contraventions  found 

during  the  year  ••• 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  during 
theyear  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  1 

Number  of  contraventions  outstanding 
31 st,  December  ,,,  ,,,  ,«, 


Dairymen  or 
Purveyors  of 
Mi\V  otker  than 
S'ow'^ceepers , 

40 
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TOT..L  COI^PTR.VEx^'TIQNS 


Out standing  from  Found  during  Remedied  during  Outstanding 
previous  year  Year  Year  51st,  Dec. 

Cleansing  - 

Structural 

alterations  - ^ 

Utensils  ~ - 

Other  - 1 1 - 

MILK  S/^PLING 

Pour  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  each  of  them 
proved  to  be  of  Grade  1 S.tandard,  An  endeavour  uill  be  made  to  carry 
out  a good  deal  more  sampling  during  the  coming  year, 

(b)  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS 

.i  Quantity  of  tinned  foods  have  been  surrendered  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption.  The  main  causes  vrere  found  to  be  ^blomi^  and 
badly  damaged  tins. 


HOUSING 

1 . inspection  of  D^TELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEj-Jl 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dvrelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  if  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  ^icts)  •••  66 

fb^  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  •••  1A9 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  duelling  houses  included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above,  uhich  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  25 

Number  of  inspections  •••  •••  4.^.,.  ...  6l 

(3)  Number  of  dvrelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ' 

(4)  Number  of  duelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fi.t  for  human  habitation  •••  •••  •••  59 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 

"NdflCE. 

Number  of  duelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers...  9 

Number  rendered  fit  by  ouners  6 

3*  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  PO^rERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Number  of  Notices  served  •••  •••  •.•  »«•  •••.»*  6 

The  uork  of  repair  at  a number  of  these  houses  is  in  hand 
but  not  yet  completed 
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